
  Report 
 

 

 

 
Learning Today, Leading Tomorrow 

 

BC-I-01 

2021-22 Budget Public Consultation  
 

Bluewater District School Board (BWDSB) is committed to effective, meaningful consultation with the 
students, staff and other stakeholders of the community. The 2021-22 Budget consultation period 
included a public consultation survey. Results of the consultation period are outlined within this report.  
 
Consultation 
 
On February 3, 2021, BWDSB provided a budget consultation survey on its website, inviting members 
of the public to participate as part of the annual budget planning process. Students, 
parents/guardians, staff, union presidents, and other stakeholders were encouraged to provide their 
feedback through a short series of questions that will help the Board of Trustees to identify priorities 
for the efficient, effective, and equitable use of board resources in 2021-22. Survey shows the 
following representation of the 206 respondents:  

• 132 respondents were parents and guardians 

• 45 respondents represented employees 

• 7 respondents were students 

• 143 individuals who indicated they have at least one child attending a BWDSB school 
 
Educational programs and services that ranked highest in priority include ‘reading and writing skills’, 
followed by ‘math’ and ‘mental health and well-being’. 
 
Participants were asked to provide comments.  Comments are summarized into the following areas: 

• enhancements to student programs and services (mental health initiatives, extra-curricular 
activities, and life skills) 

• increase in technology for students 

• continue to focus and engage a healthy organizational culture for staff and students 

• increases in school budgets for classroom resources and supports for student learning 

• focus on class sizes 
 

Respondents were also asked to indicate their preference for communication methods used to 
engage the community during the budget process.  On-line surveys, social media and website 
information ranked the highest.  
 
Staff will review and consider the feedback from the survey and business meeting as they develop the 
draft 2021-22 budget for deliberation by the Business Committee of the Whole. School budgets have 
seen increases over the previous three years. The draft budget will be presented to Business 
Committee of the Whole Board after the Grant for Student Needs funding announcement has been 
released.  

 
Recommendation: 
  
That the Business Committee receive the ‘2021-22 Budget Public Consultation’ report for information. 
 
Submitted to  
Bluewater District School Board 
Business Committee of the Whole  
April 6, 2020 

For further information, please contact  
Rob Cummings, Superintendent of Business 
Services/Treasurer  
 

 


